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could exceed him, either in conduct ^r courage Nor were the Spaniards under him less valiant or vigilant, for in case the place was taken, expecting but indifferent quarter, they fought with bravery, and detended the place to adnmation.
The enemy had answered our fiie with all the ardour imaginable, and having made a bieach, that, as we thought, was practicable, a storm was expected every hour Preparing against which, to the great joy of all the inhabitants, and the surprise of the whole garrison, and without our being able to assign the least cause, the enemy suddenly raised the siege, and withdi ew from a place which those within imagined in great danger
The siege thus abdicated (if I may use a modern phrase), I was resolved to improve my time, and make the best provision I could against any futme attack To that purpose 1 made several new fortifications, together with proper casements for our powder, all which rendered the place much stronger, though time too soon showed me that strength itseli must yield to fortune
Surveying those works, and my woikmen, I was one day standing on the great batteiy, when casting my eye towaid the JBarbary coast, I observed an odd sort of greenish cloud making to the Spanish shore, not like other clouds, with rapidity or swiftness, but with a motion so slow, that sight itself was a long time before it would allow it such At last it came just over my head, and interposing between the sun and me, so thickened the air, that I had lost the very sight of day At this moment it had reached the land , and though very near me in my imagination, it began to dissolve, and lose of its first tenebrity, when, all on a sudden, there fell such a vast multitude of locusts, as exceeded the thickest storm of hail or snow that I ever saw All around me was immediately covered with those crawling creatures, and they yet continued to fall so thick, that with the swing of my cane I knocked down thousands It is scarce imaginable the havoc I made in a very little space of time, much less conceivable is the horrid desolation which attended the visitation of those animalculae. There was not, in a day or two's time, the least leaf to be seen upon a tree, nor any green thing in a gaiden Nature seemed buried in her own ruins, and the vegetable world to be supporters only to her monument I never saw the haidest winter, 111 those paits, attended with any equal